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the customary feeling and the instinct of all
men-..And universal art, by uniting the most
different people in one common feeling by
destroying separation, will educate people to
union and will show them, not by reason but
by life itself, the joy of universal union reaching
beyond the bounds set by life,5*28 This function
of art was best accomplished by the Mughals in
India, Their art was the best exponent of the
human spirit and conformed to what is perma-
nent and above criticism in human life* Their
sublime achievements in art and administration
demolished once for all the barriers of isolation
between man and man, and evolved a concept
of common nationality within the range of
practical politics* They denuded art of all
political garb and made it a vehicle of spiritual
union and brotherhood* Mughal art was not
merely ideal but generically ideal* *' It not only
seeks beauty, but it is engaged in a social search
for beauty, and any form of beauty recognised
by an. artist becomes at once a part of the
common stock*** With a glorious tradition for
its splendour, Indian art possesses a stability
fe not liable to be affected by the emer-
* IW,t p. 286.